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Introductory comments: 

1. John 15 is the most significant passage in the Bible when it comes to 

living out the fullness of your life in Christ. It is the one passage that 

empowers you to live out every other command and teaching of 

Scripture.  

John 15 is what you were designed for. It’s what you were given life 

and breath for. And if it is not the dominant factor in your life 

equation, you will be ultimately frustrated.  

2. There is something in John 15 that no sermon can do for you. The 

heart of what Jesus is talking about here can only be discovered in 

one’s personal pursuit of Jesus. This treasure of an abundant life is 

available to every person—it’s something that Christ Himself will do 

in you, yet only to the degree that you pursue Him.  

This morning we are going to talk about abiding in Christ for the purpose of 

an abundant life of fruitfulness.  

The trust of John 15 is about fruitfulness to its fullest extent. 

The key to an abundant life of fruitfulness is captured in this word abiding.  

“Abiding” is a word that is no longer used in our vernacular. In fact, many 

modern translations have attempted to find other English words to use in 

place of “abide” that are more common in our language, like “remain.”
1
 But 

abide is the best word to capture what Jesus is communicating. It’s a word 

we need to know and understand.  

                                                           
1
 They are both accurate translations and yet both translations. We need get to the 

heart of the Greek Word meno to understand the full impact of what Jesus is 

teaching.  

It’s true that this word can also be simply translated “remain” as many 

translations do. And it is fitting to the context. Jesus is speaking His last 

words to the disciples before His death, and He’s telling them that even 

though they will be physically separated from Him and their faith in Him will 

be tested, they need to remain in Him—they need to remain closer to Him 

than ever before. Yet there is so much more in this idea of abiding. It’s more 

than just staying somewhere—it’s where you live! It’s where you make your 

home. It’s where you put down your roots and establish your identity. Jesus 

is saying, keep living in Me—make your life in Me.  

What is abiding? It is a particular kind of relationship—Abiding is an 

ongoing (continuous) vital union with Jesus in which our life is so 

permeated and saturated with His life that the fruit of our life looks more 

like Him than us. When we abide in Christ we center our lives on Him 

through personal dependence and intimate fellowship. Just as a bride or 

groom lives all of life out of that marriage relationship, so we live all of life 

out of our relationship with Christ.  

Now, let’s dig into the text. 

In vs. 1, Jesus says, “I am the true vine and My Father is the vinedresser.” 

Then In vs. 5 He adds, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” So let’s get all 

the relationships straight here. Jesus is the true vine and we are the branches. 

We are to make our home in the vine. We are to so center our lives and 

identity on Jesus that the fruit produced on our branches is not foliage of the 

branches but fruit of the vine.  

The Father is the vinedresser or farmer. His passion is to do everything 

necessary to make His vineyard as productive as possible. His goal in caring 

for the branches is to eliminate anything that would hinder the free flowing 

life of the sap from the vine into the branches for optimum yield.   

Vs. 8 clarifies exactly what the Father’s intentions are for His vineyard: “My 

Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” The Father wants each branch in His vineyard to bear abundantly 

so that it proves they are grafted into the true vine. The Father wants to do 

whatever is necessary for your life to produce maximum fruitfulness.  



What kind of fruit are we talking about? What is the fruit? The fruit is 

whatever comes out of your life when you are abiding in Jesus. For 

example, there is the fruit of the Spirit (the Holy Spirit imparts the life of 

Jesus to us): love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control (Gal 5:20). Yet this is not the only kind of fruit 

that comes out of our abiding in Jesus. What about: 

� truth 

� Grace 

� evangelism 

� discipleship 

� integrity 

� godly influence 

� justice and mercy 

� obedience 

� humility 

� genuine repentance 

� faith 

� servanthood  

� praise, worship, thanksgiving 

� sacrifice 

� hope 

 

Anything that we see in the life of Jesus is potential fruit of the vine to be 

displayed on our branches when we are abiding in Him. And the Father 

wants the life of Jesus to be so apparent through us that it is living proof that 

we are grafted into the true vine of Jesus.  

 

So the thrust of John 15 is maximum fruitfulness. But that’s not where most 

of us live. There are 4 kinds of yield mentioned in John 15 that the Father 

must respond to: 

 

1. No fruit (vs 2a): “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He 

takes away…”  

 

That sounds pretty serious—and it is! But let’s make sure we know 

exactly what Jesus means. When Jesus says the Vinedresser will 

“take away” branches that are barren, He uses the word airo which 

can also mean to “take up” or “lift up”.
2
 For example, this is the 

same word used when the disciple’s “took up” the left over baskets 

of food after the feeding of the multitude, or when Simon “took up” 

the cross of Jesus (Matt 14:21; 27:32). It’s also used when John the 

Baptist announced the Lamb of God who “takes away” or takes up 

(takes upon Himself) the sins of the world (John 1:29).
3
 

 

Keep in mind the imagery that Jesus is using here of the grape vine. 

We are told that if branches grow along the ground, the leaves get 

coated with mud and mildew. This will cause the branches to 

become sick and barren. That’s why you always see grapevines lifted 

up on a trellis.  

 

It seems as though the imagery here is of the vinedresser lifting up 

the branches for a good cleansing.  In vs. 3 He says, “You are 

already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.” I 

take this to mean that the Word of God has brought about a work of 

repentance in the hearts of the disciples. The Word of God is the 

source of cleansing that we need to continually be exposing 

ourselves to (Eph 5:26). So be lifted up by the Word of God.  

 

If you are a barren branch, then the Vinedresser must come to you 

with the conviction of the Word of God to press you to repentance. 

And the longer you refuse His prompting and even discipline, the 

more frustrated you will become with your barren life.  

 

Many have misinterpreted this passage to teach that a genuine 

believer can forfeit their salvation. After all, Jesus goes on in vs. 6 to 

talk about these barren branches being gathered up and thrown into 

the fire. But remember that the thrust of this passage is not about a 

person being saved, but about a believer’s fruitfulness. So how do we 

explain vs. 6? Well, its important for you to know that Jesus is 

                                                           
2
 Bruce Wilkinson (Secrets of the Vine, p. 33) argues that in both Biblical and Greek 

literature, airo never means “cut off.”  
3
 See Wilkinson, p 33.  



drawing on some powerful Old Testament language by the prophets. 

In the Old Testament, Israel was referred to as God’s vine, but she 

proved to be a barren, degenerate vine (Isaiah 5:1-7). That’s why 

Jesus begins vs. 1 by emphasizing that He is the true vine. There are 

other vines that you can attach yourself to, but He is the only true 

vine that produces lasting fruit. But if we are not abiding in that vine, 

our lives will be barren and useless in God’s hands. So what’s the 

fire all about? I believe that the fire of John 15:6 is a reference to 

Ezekiel 15:1-8 where the prophet reminds us that the soft wood of 

the vine is worthless for any other use if it’s not going to bear fruit 

with exception of being fuel for the fire. Ezekiel’s point is that if the 

wood of the vine doesn’t produce fruit, it has no other source of 

usefulness.  

 

All of us can go through times of barrenness when we fail to abide in 

Christ, yet if spiritual barrenness is the consistent pattern of your life, 

then you should carefully examine whether you have indeed been 

grafted into the vine. Don’t be fooled by pseudo-abiding. Just 

because you are part of a Christian church or consider yourself a 

Christian does not guarantee that you are grafted into the true vine. 

The only convincing evidence is if you bear the fruit of the vine.  

 

2. Fruit (vs. 2b): “Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it 

will bear more fruit.”  

 

Every believer should be bearing some level of fruit and yet God 

intends for a much greater yield. And so He brings His pruning 

shears to these bearing branches and begins to cut out the 

unnecessary foliage in our lives that suck energy out of our ability to 

produce genuine fruit.  

 

In other words, when God allows trials to test your faith you must 

not see them as obstacles but as opportunities to draw near to God 

and experience the deeper reality of His nearness.  

 

Not everything that God prunes away will be intrinsically bad or 

sinful, yet He wants to free us from preoccupations, priorities, and 

habits that limit our capacity for a more abundant life. God wants us 

to live our lives with a singular passion.  

 

This pruning will not look the same in every person’s life. For some 

it will mean putting boundaries around a hobby that is competing 

with the most important things in life. For others it might be pruning 

away an unhealthy relationship or redefining true success.  

 

Hint: We will usually find ourselves struggling in the areas where we 

refuse God’s pruning. If you are struggling in your marriage or 

struggling in your finances and want to keep living that way, God 

will subject every fruit-bearing branch to His pruning shears to get to 

the 3
rd

 level of yielding more fruit.  

 

3. More fruitful (vs. 2c): ): “Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes 

it so that it will bear more fruit.”  What does God need to prune in 

your life to get you to this 3
rd

 stage of more fruit?  The way you 

respond to Jesus in the moments of pruning will determine whether 

or not you will move forward into a more abundant life. (Micah; IT 

band) 

 

When the squeeze is on the finances, are we going to pray and trust 

Him to provide or will we revert to our old patterns of worry and 

self-management?  

 

When a loved one’s health is in serious jeopardy, can we affirm our 

love and trust in God regardless of whether or not He heals? 

 

When we are leaning on unhealthy habits to supply temporary 

pleasure, God will prune them away so that we can find true joy in 

Him.  

 

The question is, how will we respond when God brings His pruning 

shears to our relationships, possessions, and sense of personal rights?  

 

What you must never forget is that God’s aim is to get us to the place 

of abundance.  



4. Much fruit (vs. 5, 8): “I am the vine, you are the branches; He who 

abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing…My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”  

 

How do we get to the place of greatest abundance?  

� We allow God to continue His work in us through ongoing 

repentance and deeper pruning.  

� We make our relationship with Jesus the most treasured 

jewel of our life, not our fruit or accomplishments. In other 

words, we keep our lives focused on the vine more than the 

fruit.  

 

And how does the Father respond to abundant fruitfulness—great 

delight! He is glorified! 

 

Remember, abiding is an ongoing (continuous) vital union with Jesus in 

which our life is so permeated and saturated with His life that the fruit of 

our life looks more like Him than us. 

 

What does a life of abiding look like? How do we abide? 3 clues:  

 

1. It looks like a life of potent prayer (vs. 7): “If you abide in Me and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for 

you.” How can Jesus make such a generous promise? Because the 

one who is abiding in Him is sharing His vision, His desires, His 

priorities, His passion, and His fruit. The person who is abiding 

seeks that which God is longing to give.  

 

In this life of abiding, prayer is no longer just an event in your day 

but a relationship throughout your day.  

 

2. It looks like a life rich in God’s Word (vs. 7). Jesus’ lavish promise 

of answered prayer includes a condition in vs. 7: “If you abide in Me, 

and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be 

done for you.”  

 

When God’s word dwells richly within us, is allows for our minds 

and hearts to be so aligned with God’s that what we pray for is the 

very fruit that God wants to produce in us and is waiting to lavish 

upon us.  

 

3. It looks like a life of love-saturated obedience (vs. 9-10). Just as 

Jesus’ promise of answered prayer is qualified by the Word, so our 

life in the word is qualified by our obedience to it. When Jesus urges 

us to allow His word to abide in us—to take root and bear fruit in 

us—He’s not talking about mere Bible study. In vs 9-10, He goes on 

to say: “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; 

abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 

My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide 

in His love.”   

 

This is not just some obedience out of duty, guilt, or coercion. This is 

obedience that flows out of a life basking in the Love of Christ; So 

loved by Jesus that it motivates obedience and servanthood toward 

Him; A relationship so good that it changes what we want our life to 

be about.  

 

So what does this life of abiding look like? A fruitful life of potent 

prayer that is rooted in God’s word, brought to fruition by our 

obedience as we bask in the sunshine of Christ’s love.  

 

What are the benefits of abiding?  
 

In vs. 11 Jesus says, “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be made full.” Through all the humiliation 

of repentance and pain of pruning, it’s important for you to remember that 

when the time of harvest comes, what you reap will be uncontainable joy.  

 

The key to a fruitful life of joy is not working harder, but walking closer to 

Jesus, until His life is the overflow of yours.  

 

Benediction: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 

always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for 

every good deed;” (2 Cor. 9:8) 


